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SureFire Battery Warning FAQ 
 
 
What Happened? 
There have been several reports of lithium 123A batteries exploding, venting, or catching fire in 
various brands of flashlights. These incidents have been traced back to the use of substandard 
quality, imported, and/or counterfeit batteries typically made in China (or marked “PRC”) usually 
purchased from an online reseller. 
 
 
Has there ever been an incident involving SureFire batteries? 
No.  There has never been a reported incident of this sort caused by a SureFire branded 
battery. 
 
 
What Has SureFire done to inform its customers of this issue? 
In March of 2008 SureFire issued a press release identifying this issue and warning consumers 
against the use of substandard quality batteries.  In addition, SureFire provides warnings 
corporate website as well as in product manuals.  The press release can be found at 
http://www.surefire.com/maxexp/main.pl?pgm=max_presscenter&func=presscenter&strfnbr=6, 
examples of the warning on SureFire’s web site and in product manual are provided below. 
 
 
Are there other brands of batteries that are acceptable to use with SureFire products? 
Yes.  While SureFire recommends the use of SureFire branded batteries at all times, if they are 
not immediately available, then other acceptable batteries include:  Duracell®, Panasonic®, or 
Energizer®. 
 
 
Can I use Photo Lithium batteries in my SureFire flashlight? 
No.  Batteries marked with Photo or Camera are unsuitable for use in flashlights, regardless of 
brand. 
 
 
Where can I get more information regarding this issue? 
For more information regarding battery warnings or overheating batteries see SureFire’s 
Technical Advisory (TA08-0002) dated August 18, 2008 or visit the Department of Energy web 
site:  http://www.hss.energy.gov/csa/csp/feosh/   
 
 
Are these types of incidents covered by SureFire’s warranty? 
Using substandard lithium batteries can void the warranty on SureFire products.  To ensure 
products purchased are continued to be protected by SureFire’s warranty, it is recommended 
that consumers use SureFire brand batteries or batteries manufactured by the companies listed 
above. 
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Battery warning as posted on SureFire corporate web site. 
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Battery warned contained within SureFire product manuals. 


